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Prof. dr. Paula S. Sterkenburg 
 
Prof. dr. Paula Sterkenburg has a chair by special appointment at the Department of Clinical 
Child and Family Studies of the Faculty of Behavioural and Movement Sciences and the 
Amsterdam Public Health (APH) research centre of the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, in 
The Netherlands on ‘Persons with a visual or visual-and-intellectual disability, social relations 
and ICT’ (start 2019). The chair is affiliated to her work as licensed psychologist/therapist at 
Bartiméus Department of Psychotherapy in Doorn. The theme of her PhD study (2008) was 
‘Integrative Therapy for Attachment and Behaviour’. In 2007 she received the Award of the 
Dutch Association of Healthcare Providers for People with Disabilities (VGN 
Gehandicaptenzorgprijs) for the way in which she succeeded in building a bridge between 
research and practice. In 2012 the University of Groningen granted her the Han Nakken 
Award for the workbook titled ‘Developing Attachment’. In 2013 she had the winning 
proposal at NutsOhra Fund and Vilans Centre for an APP for parents and caregivers of 
persons with profound intellectual and multiple disabilities’ and in 2015 she was one of the 
top three selected for the VU EMGO+ Societal Impact Award. In 2015 she collaborated in a 
team from Stichting Nieuwzorg, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and Bartiméus, in a project 
called WhatsUpp and the project won the expert jury award given by ONVZ Care-provider. In 
2016 the serious game ‘Stop bullying now!’ was on the shortlist for the 2016 Award of the 
Dutch Association of Healthcare Providers for People with Disabilities (VGN 
Gehandicaptenzorgprijs). She is author and co-author of books and publishes articles on 
persons with ID, social relations and ICT.  
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Current commissions and memberships  
• Bartiméus - ZonMw-Inzicht stuurgroeplid (2010 - 
• Bartiméus – coordinator of the academic lab VU-Bartiméus (2009 - ) 
• Ben Sajet programmaraad (2015 - ) 
• Vrije Universiteit – Ons Tweede Thuis – coordinator of collaborations (2015 - ) 
• Member of the “Comité van Aanbeveling” Stichting Voorlezen-plus®! (2014 - ) 
• Associated Member of the Scottish Sensory Centre, Edinburgh Scotland (2014 - ) 
• Member of the Network of Europeans on Emotional Developement (NEED) (2015 - )  
• Executive board member of the EAMHID (2017- ) 
 


